
	  

WINDBROKE ACADEMY – ART LESSON 7 – WATERCOLOR PAINTING 

Watercolor is the medium in which paints are 
made of pigments suspended in a water-
soluble solution. The most common support 
for watercolor painting is paper, although 
historically it has been found on papyrus, bark, 
vellum, leather, fabric, wood and canvas. India, 
Ethiopia, China, Korea and Japan have long 
standing traditions in using watercolors.  
Although most people think of this as a 
nonpermanent medium compared with oil 
paints, there are known watercolors over 400 

years old. Look up The Sistine Chapel ceiling; it is the work of Michelangelo. How old is this 
artwork? What stories are told in this artwork? What medium was used? How big is it?  
 
ASSIGNMENT; Make a watercolor effect chart. It’s going to allow us to 
see all the different possibilities for working in watercolor. You can 
choose to do yours in all warm or cool colors or even all the same 
color. First, divide your paper into 12 sections using a sharpie or 
pencil. (Thirds lengthwise, fourths horizontally.) Paint each section 
with one of the watercolor techniques listed online - or come up with 
your own and see what happens! Be sure to label what you did so you 
can re-create the effects in later artwork!  
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