
	  

WINDBROKE ACADEMY – ART LESSON 6 – FOREGROUND TO BACKGROUND 

Painters JMW Turner and Winslow Homer’s favorite 
things to paint were ships and boats. While their work 
often had these subjects in them they were still 
complete pictures with things to look at. What is in 
the foreground, middle ground and background in 
these paintings? Look at these artists work and 
identify the 3 parts of their compositions. How does 
line, size and proportion play a roll in their work? 
 
ASSIGNMENT; Research ships/boats online choose 
one and print a picture of it out.  Today we’re going 
to transfer your ship/boat. Using a pencil, rub the 
lead across the back of your print out. Tape your 
picture on top of a blank piece of paper and then 
trace your ship. BE CAREFUL NOT TO MOVE AROUND 
YOUR PAPER. Take your time in drawing the lines 
appropriately and to put in the details of your ship.  
Once you’ve traced your ship, add elements in all 
three areas, the foreground, the middle ground 
and the background to make it a complete 
composition.  	  
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