
	  

WINDBROKE ACADEMY – ART LESSON 11 – CHARCOAL 

 
Charcoal might have been the first medium used by the earliest humans in primitive cave 
paintings, which are believed to have been drawn with the charcoal created from burnt 
sticks. Charcoal can be used to produce perfect shade and tone. Michelangelo’s “Study of a 
Man Shouting” illustrates that charcoal can capture emotion, detail, shade and tone. 
German expressionist Ernst Barlach created many dramatic charcoal drawings. Research 
his story and his 1928 ‘self-portrait’. Compare it to your artwork from lesson 10. What 
were his emotions in it and what was he expressing about himself to the world through his 
art? You don’t always need the rainbow of colors to produce a rainbow of emotions in your 
art because the artists use shadows to convey depth. 
 
ASSIGNMENT; Choose a still life item and draw it using charcoal. Pay attention to depth   
and shading. 	  
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